Early indicators of hearing conservation program performance.
Retrospective analysis of initial audiograms from 21 hearing conservation programs (HCPs) revealed several statistical protocols capable of identifying HCPs of known performance. American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) protocols clearly identified 3 HCPs known to have demonstrated excellent overall programs. ANSI and OSHA outcomes appeared equivalent in ability to provide early warnings of potentially unacceptable HCP practices.